Private specificities of heterologous immunity.
Antiviral T-cell responses between individuals that have similar major histocompatibility complex molecules share similarities in epitope hierarchies and T-cell receptor variable gene usage (public specificities), yet the T-cell receptor amino acid sequences differ between individuals (private specificities). The significance of the private specificities of these repertoires is brought about under conditions of heterologous immunity and might have important consequences in anti-viral immunity and immunopathology.